
+

-

+

-

S              N

N                                     S

Right Hand Rule for Coils

Place your right hand over the coil, 
with your fingers wrapped in the
direction of current flow through
the coil. Your thumb will then point
to the magnetic north of your
electromagnet. 

Remember:
You need to take care to note the direction
the coil is wound.  If the coil is wound 
in the opposite direction as shown in the
diagram, then your magnetic poles would
also be opposite as shown.


